
Beverly Bly-Addington 
 
Twenty-six years ago, Beverly Bly-Addington began working for Tahoma as a half-day 

kindergarten teacher at Rock Creek Elementary. 

 

Before that, Bev worked as a special education teacher in North Dakota for four years, spent 

time at home with her own children and taught in a co-op preschool for two years.   

 

“Eventually, of course I wanted to get back into teaching. I heard about the opening in Tahoma, 

and it seemed an opportune time to get back into the field,” she recalled. “I enjoyed teaching 

kindergarten, but I knew I really wanted to return to teaching special education. Working with 

challenging students was why I went into education.” 

 

During a big boundary adjustment in the late 1990s, Bev became the primary level resource 

room teacher at Shadow Lake. After a few years, there was a need for another SAIL program at 

Shadow Lake, so she shifted into that role.  

 

“Looking back, time has just flown. Special memories include when a student who really 

struggled in many areas would come back to visit every year, and his parents told me that they 

thought he would never learn to read, but now he could. That student has really stayed in my 

mind as I worked with him from K – 5,” Bev said. “It’s also special when former students return 

to the district and you find them working as a paraeducator. I like working through the 

challenge of trying to figure out how to help the student develop, and then no matter how long 

it takes, just to see them finally be able to make progress in their own way.” 

Special Services Director Annette Whittlesey said Bev has served our students with special needs 

for many years in the Tahoma School District. “She supported students in our inclusive 

kindergarten program, helping them to start-off as part of the mix in the general kindergarten 

setting. In recent years, Bev has been a teacher in our SAIL program – Successful Academics and 

Independent Living Skills. She helped address the academic, social-emotional, and adaptive skill 

needs. Bev connects with both students and families to support growth.” She also made time to 

become a “Read Well” trainer for the district, and supported fellow special education staff 

members by providing professional development, Whittlesey said.  

Former Shadow Lake Principal Chris Everett said, “Bev is an advocate for our special education 

students.  She was passionate about supporting them -- seeking out  curriculum and materials 

that would enhance their learning experiences.” 

Laural Toliver, who taught with Bev at Shadow Lake and considers her a dear friend, said: “Bev is 

a determined advocate for special education students. She invested her professional and 

personal time and training to create the best possible education for her children.  She 

advocated for her colleagues through her work as a TEA representative.” Laurel said that Bev is 

known for her love of coffee -- although she often drinks it cold because she is so involved with 

her students and staff members -- as well as her vast and stylish wardrobe of high heels and 

boots, and her passion for reading and books. 

COVID-19 has thrown a curve into Bev’s retirement plans, which are on a temporary pause. 

When conditions allow, she said she is excited to visit her son and his wife in Virginia to meet a 

new grandbaby; and also volunteering at a hospital with cancer patients. Her plans include 

taking senior classes to learn about new things like photography, gardening and drawing. 

“In the meantime, while we continue to stay at home, I will get caught up on reading, doing 

puzzles, learning to relax,” she said.  We wish you many years of wonderful moments with your 

family, rewarding volunteer experiences and amazing new learning, Bev! 


